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Minutes of the 6th Annual General Meeting
as a Charitable Incorporated Organisation
held at 5.00pm on 14th May 2025 via Zoom.

------------------------------------------------ 
 
The Chair of the Ecclesiastical Law Society, Lee Coley, welcomed everyone and commented on the unusual arrangements for the annual meeting.  This virtual gather being necessary due to the fact that the programme for the forthcoming weekend conference, Nicaea Received, did not provide a suitable opportunity for the annual meeting.  Lee reminded those present about the Conference in June and urged people to book.  Tickets were still available.  
In a period of silence members were asked to remember Geoffrey Tattershall KC and others who had died in the past year particularly Bishop Alan Wilson and Clive Bellines.
Lee said that it had been a very good year especially with plans being made for Nicaea Received which would be an excellent gathering with first rate speakers.  Once again, he emphasised that tickets were still available. He thanked the training group for their contributions and the organisers of the London and Northern Lectures.  He expressed the Society’s thanks to all sponsors, in particular Birketts and Wrigleys for their sponsorship of the respective lecture series.
In conclusion he thanked the Trustees and executive team for their commitment to the Society and expressed sincere thanks to The Rev’d Stephen Coleman and The Rev’d Canon Neil Patterson who were standing down as Charity Trustees and to The Rev’d Paul Benfield who was retiring as Treasurer and also as a Charity Trustee posts he had held for many years. 

As the meeting began 42 members were present.

1. Apologies

Apologies had been received from 21 members.

2. Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting

The minutes of the last Annual General Meeting of the Society held on 27th April 2024 were approved as drafted.

3. Trustees’ Annual Report

The Report was duly received.
During discussion it was stated that the requirement of the Charity Commission that we should record ‘no serious incidents’ had been covered by a reply to their standard questionnaire.  The Trustees would decide if this should be commented upon in future reports.

4. Statement of Accounts & Treasurer’s Report

These items were duly presented by the Treasurer who thanked Stephen Hogg for his work as Finance Officer. 
In answers to questions the meeting noted that sponsorship had been received for the Day Conference and for the London Lectures.  Also that the expenditure on a data disclosure matter had been essential since the matter was sensitive.
The Chairman thanked Paul for his service as Treasurer.

5. Election of Treasurer

There being only one nomination, The Ven Moira Astin was declared to be Treasurer.

6. Election of Charity Trustees

There had been two nominations, Paul Barber and Frances Godden, and they were declared elected.  The Trustees will think about the size of the Trustee body and any possible co-options at the next meeting.

7. Report from the Editor of the Journal

The Report was presented by the editor who repeated the apology about late publication of some issues.  He also thanked all of those who assist him, the consultant editor plus the people who manage the Journal sub-sections.
The Report was received.

8. Any other business
The President was experiencing technical difficulties with his computer.  The meeting noted that at this point he would have congratulated the Chair on an efficient meeting and added his own thanks to the Trustees and team.

The meeting concluded at 5.21pm
