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To all members via email						26th May 2026					

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The seventh general meeting of the Ecclesiastical Law Society as a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) will take place at St Peter’s Eaton Square, London SW1W 0HQ at 1405 on 13 June 2026 to transact the business listed below.

1. To receive apologies for absence.

2. To note the minutes of the sixth annual general meeting of the CIO on 14th May 2025.

3. To receive the Trustees’ Annual Report.

4. To receive the Society’s Statement of Accounts and a report from the Treasurer for 2025.

5. To elect a President of the Society

6. To elect a Vice Chairman of the Society

7. To elect Charity Trustees, to serve for a period of three years. 
		For nominations under items 5, 6 and 7 see below

8. To receive a written report from the Editor of the Ecclesiastical Law Journal.

9. Any other business at the discretion of the Chair.

NOTES
In order that the AGM can proceed swiftly and efficiently, it will be assumed that members will have read in advance the relevant documentation available here on the Society’s website:
· Minutes of the AGM of the CIO held 14th May 2025
· Trustees’ Annual Report and Statement of Accounts 
· Report from the Editor of the Ecclesiastical Law Journal






CANDIDATES FOR ELECTION 	all validly nominated within the time notified (by  
noon on 15th May)

NOMINATION FOR PRESDENT
The Rt Rev’d Christopher Hill
Proposed by Lee Coley and Seconded by John Ford

NOMINATION FOR VICE CHAIRMAN


NOMINATIONS FOR CHARITY TRUSTEE
Rebecca Cattermole
Proposed by The Ven. Russell Dewhurst and Seconded by The Revd Seán Jerome Hanily 
Rebecca is a barrister at 39 Essex Chambers, specialising in property and all aspects of landlord and tenant law, and agricultural work. She is recognised as a leading junior in both property and agricultural work in Legal 500 and Chambers & Partners. Rebecca’s practice has touched on matters relating to church property particularly in relation to restrictive covenants and easements in the sale of rural estates and change of use. Rebecca has written extensively throughout her professional career (including editions of Service Charge and Management: Law & Practice, Halsbury’s Laws, and Jowitt’s Dictionary of Law) and recently contributing to The Law of Net Zero and Nature Positive and Building Safety Act 2022: A Legal and Practical Guide.
Rebecca has long held an interest in ecclesiastical matters. She read Classics in which her chosen specialist subjects were, inter alia, Early Christian Theology, the Pre- Socratics, Roman Stoicism and Roman Law. Her dissertation explored the significance of Hellenistic philosophy and the Early Church with a focus on Origen and Neoplatonism.  As a practising barrister and legal writer for many years, she was drawn to the Ecclesiastical Law Society. Inspired by her attendance at the Ecclesiastical Law Conference, “Nicaea Received: 1700 years of Canons, Councils and Ecumenism”, Rebecca embarked on the MA Church Law in 2025. 
 Rebecca is also a churchwarden in Norfolk and has grappled with multiple practical and frequently complex Church law matters including chancel repair liability, disputes over selection of clergy, faculty applications, and pastoral restructuring.  
 
The Ven Dr Chigor Chike
Proposed by The Rt Rev’d Moira Astin and Seconded by The Ven Russell Dewhurst
Venerable Dr Chigor Chike is a Church of England priest, theologian, lecturer and social justice advocate. He began his ministry in 1999, working with homeless people in Birmingham and later with refugees in London. From 2010 to 2024, he served as Vicar of Emmanuel Church, Forest Gate, an inner-city Church of England parish in East London. He is now Archdeacon of Lewisham and Greenwich in the Diocese of Southwark.
Dr Chike holds a PhD in Theology from the University of Birmingham, an MTh in Applied Theology from the University of Oxford, and an MA in Islamic Studies from the University of Wales Trinity Saint David. As a Visiting Lecturer at the University of Roehampton, he taught Christian mission, Pentecostalism and world religions. He has published several books and articles on religion and social justice, including Voices from Slavery, African Christianity in Britain, A Common Humanity, and The Holy Spirit in African Christianity.
He has led or served on the boards of several religious and social justice organisations, including the Anglican Minority Ethnic Network, Rights and Equalities in Newham, the Faithful Friends Interfaith Project, USPG and Sarum College, Salisbury.
He is currently studying for an MA in Church Law at St Padarn’s Institute, Cardiff, with a particular interest in the relationship between racial justice and canon law. He is also a Chaplain to His Majesty King Charles II

Adrian Roberts-Walsh
Proposed by The Ven Russell Dewhurst and Seconded by Rebecca Cattermole
I am motivated to apply for the role of Trustee of the Ecclesiastical Law Society because of my strong academic and professional interest in law, theology, governance, and public service, together with a long-standing interest in ecclesiastical and canon law.
A significant part of my career has been spent teaching and lecturing in law, economics, business, and computing within schools, universities, and corporate education settings in both the UK and overseas. This experience has developed my analytical, communication, and research skills, alongside the ability to engage constructively with complex legal, ethical, and organisational issues.
My academic background is multidisciplinary and includes a BTh in Theology from the University of Oxford, a BSc in Economics from the London School of Economics, a PGCE from the UCL Institute of Education, a Diploma in Notarial Legal Practice from the University of Cambridge, and an LLM with Distinction. I am currently undertaking postgraduate study towards an MA in Church Law through Durham University and St Padarn’s Institute, Cardiff.
Alongside my academic work, I have extensive governance and regulatory experience through roles including magistrate, school governor, and member of regulatory and appeals panels. These positions require sound judgement, integrity, and the ability to contribute effectively within collective decision-making environments.
I am particularly attracted to the Ecclesiastical Law Society’s role in promoting scholarship, education, and informed discussion in ecclesiastical law and church governance. I would welcome the opportunity to contribute my legal, academic, educational, corporate, and governance experience to support the Society’s charitable and educational objectives.



The Rev’d Christopher Smith
Proposed by The Rev’d Paul Benfield and Seconded by The Rt Rev’d Moira Astin
Born 1967, ordained deacon 1995, priest 1996.  Education: New College Oxford, St Stephen’s House, College of Law, University of Cardiff (LLM in ecclesiastical law).  Called to the Bar (Gray’s Inn) 2010.  Curate Wantage (Oxon) 95-99, Domestic Chaplain to the Bishop of Horsham 99-01, Vicar St Michael’s Beckenham (Diocese of Rochester) 2001-11, Vicar St Alban the Martyr, Holborn (Diocese of London) 2011-present.
During my 25 years as an incumbent I have served on Diocesan Synod in both Rochester and London Dioceses, and on the Board of Education of both dioceses.  I have served on the London Diocesan Bishop’s Council and I have been an Area Dean.  I have been a training incumbent throughout my time in Holborn.  
I was on General Synod from 2015-21, and have been a Church Commissioner (elected by the House of Clergy) since 2017, having been re-elected in 2019, and again in 2023.  I served on the Clergy Discipline Commission during my time on Synod, and I currently sit on the Fees Advisory Commission and on the Faculty Office Qualifications Board.  I have been a school governor throughout most of my priestly ministry.   I was co-opted as a trustee of the Ecclesiastical Law Society in 2019, and subsequently elected to the Board.
My academic interests are in ecclesiastical law (my LLM dissertation was on the Clergy Discipline Measure and was published in a Routledge volume edited by Russell Sandberg) and systematic theology (I am working on a doctoral thesis on the Christology of E.L. Mascall).
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